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Santa Cruz METRO 
"Art in Transit" Bus Wrap Photo Competition 

Official Submission and Rights Release Waiver 
 

 

This Submission and Rights Release Waiver ("Waiver") governs participation in the Santa Cruz 
Metropolitan Transit District's ("METRO") "Art in Transit" Bus Wrap Photo Competition 
("Competition"). By submitting an entry ("Submission"), each participant agrees to the terms 
and conditions set forth below. This Waiver is a legally binding agreement between the 
participant (and, if applicable, the participant's parent or legal guardian) and Santa Cruz METRO. 

1. Grant of Rights 

By submitting an entry, the participant grants Santa Cruz METRO a non- exclusive, royalty-free, 
perpetual, and irrevocable license to use, reproduce, distribute, publicly display, and create 
derivative works based on the submitted photograph, in whole or in part, for any lawful purpose 
related to METRO's programs, marketing, and public communications, including but not limited 
to: 

 
• Installation on METRO vehicle wraps and exterior graphics 
• Bus shelter and transit advertising displays 
• Print and digital marketing materials, flyers, and brochures 
• Social media platforms (Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, and others) 
• METRO's website and internal communications 
• Press releases, media coverage, and public announcements 
• Annual reports, presentations, and grant applications 

 
The participant retains copyright ownership of the original work. METRO will credit the 
photographer by name in all primary public uses of the submitted photography. Credit format 
will be determined by METRO's Marketing Department in consultation with the artist where 
practicable. There is no time or geographic limitation on this license. Participant retains 
copyright ownership of the Submission, subject to the rights granted herein. 
 
Participant understands and agrees that no compensation, royalties, or other payment will be 
provided for the use of the Submission, beyond any prizes awarded in connection with the 
Competition. 
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2. Originality and Ownership 

The participant certifies that: 

• The submitted work is entirely their own original creation and has not been copied, 
plagiarized, or derived from any copyrighted work without written permission from the 
copyright holder. 

• The submitted work does not contain any element generated by artificial intelligence 
tools, including but not limited to Midjourney, DALL-E, Stable Diffusion, Adobe Firefly, or 
similar software. 

• The submitted work does not infringe upon the intellectual property, privacy, or publicity 
rights of any third party. 

• If the submitted work depicts identifiable persons other than the artist, the participant has 
obtained written consent from those individuals (or their guardians, if minors) to use their 
likeness in this  context. 

• The work has not previously won a prize in another competition and is not currently under 
consideration in any other contest or publication. 

3. Indemnification 

Participant agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless Santa Cruz METRO, its Board of 
Directors, officers, employees, and agents from and against any claims, damages, liabilities, 
and expenses (including reasonable attorneys’ fees) arising out of or related to their 
Submission.  

4. Release of Liability 

Participant will not make any claim, sue, or maintain any legal action against Santa Cruz METRO 
arising out of or in connection with my participation in Santa Cruz METRO advertising, 
marketing or outreach.  Participant expressly waives the benefits of California Civil Code 
Section 1542, which provides:  A general release does not extend to claims that the creditor or 
releasing party does not know or suspect to exist in his or her favor at the time of executing the 
release, which if known by Participant, would have materially affected his or her settlement with 
the debtor or released party. 

Participant understand and acknowledges that the significance of this waiver of Civil Code 
Section 1542 is that even if Participant should eventually suffer damage arising from the 
activities authorized by this Waiver. Participant will not be able to make any claim against Santa 
Cruz METRO for those damages.  Participant hereby fully and completely waive and release 
Santa Cruz METRO from any and all liability and waive any and all claims Participant may have 
against Santa Cruz METRO, whether known or unknown, foreseen or unforeseen, arising from 
my participation in the Santa Cruz METRO activity for my photograph, videotape, and/or audio 
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recording. 

5. Use of Name and Likeness 

By participating in the Competition, participants agree that METRO may use their name, city of 
residence, school or employer (where applicable), and likeness in connection with the 
Competition and the promotion of METRO's "Art in Transit" campaign, without additional 
compensation, except where prohibited by law. 

6. Governing Law 

This Waiver shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
California. Any dispute arising under this Waiver shall be resolved in the courts of Santa Cruz 
County, California. 

7. Severability 

If any provision of this Waiver is found to be unenforceable or invalid under applicable law, such 
provision shall be modified to the minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable, and the 
remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

8. Entire Agreement 

This Waiver, together with the official Competition submission guidelines, constitutes the entire 
agreement between the participant and Santa Cruz METRO with respect to the subject matter 
herein and supersedes all prior communications, representations, or agreements, whether 
written or oral. 

 

 
PART A: Adult Participant (18 years of age or older) 

 
By signing below, I confirm that I have read, understood, and agree to all terms and conditions of 
this Waiver, and that all information I have provided is accurate and complete. 

 
 

 
 

Full Legal Name (print clearly) 
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Mailing Address 
 
 

 
 

City, State, ZIP 
 
 

 
 

Email Address 
 
 

 
 

Phone Number 
 
 

 
 

Competition Category Entered 
 
 

 
 

Title of Submitted Work 
 

  

 

Participant Signature Date 
 
 

 
 

PART B: Minor Participant (under 18 years of age) and Parental/Guardian Consent 
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Minor Participant Information 
 
 

 

Minor's Full Legal Name (print clearly) 
 
 

 
 

Date of Birth 
 
 

 
 

Grade and School Name 
 
 

 
 

Teacher or Advisor Name 
 
 

 
 

Competition Category Entered 
 
 

 
 

Title of Submitted Work 
 

Parent or Legal Guardian Consent 

I, the undersigned parent or legal guardian of the minor named above, hereby consent to the 
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minor's participation in the Santa Cruz METRO "Art in Transit" Competition, and agree on behalf 
of myself and the minor to all terms and conditions of this Waiver, including the Grant of Rights in 
Section 1, the Release of Liability in Section 4, and the Use of Name and Likeness in Section 5. 

 
 

 
 

Parent/Guardian Full Legal Name (print clearly) 
 
 

 
 

Relationship to Minor 
 
 

 
 

Email Address 
 
 

 
 

Phone Number 
 
 

 
 

Mailing Address 
 
 
 
 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
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Submission Instructions 

Please complete the applicable section(s) of this Waiver and submit it along with your entry: 

 
• Online submission: Scan or photograph the completed, signed form and upload it 

through the Competition submission form at the official METRO contest webpage. 

• In-person submission: Deliver the original signed form along with your photography to 
METRO's Marketing Department at [603 Front St, Santa Cruz, CA 95060]. Questions about 
this Waiver: Contact the METRO Marketing Department at [buswrap@scmetro.org]. 

 
Submissions received without a completed and signed Waiver will not be reviewed or considered 
for prizes, regardless of the quality of the submitted work. 

 
 

 
 

Santa Cruz Metropolitan Transit District | “Art in Transit" Campaign | buswrap@scmetro.org 


